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Presbyterian School Closed in Colombia 


(Bogota) - A Presbyterian school, the American College, in the Colombian town 

of Villarrica, Tolima, was closed on Sunday, February 16, by the local military 
commander, who said he had received his orders from the Siete ees Education 
ee Bogota, the capital of Colombia. 


= Founded in (1954 by Mrs. Viola Warner Ruiz, a Presbyterian missionary, the 
school had been unable to function for some years because of political turmoil 
Sivin the area, but was reorganised at the beginning of. 1958 under the direction 
of the Rev. Lorentz De Emery of Schenectady, New York, a Presbyterian mission- 
ary who is principal of the large American College | of Girardot, Colombia. 3 


Classes began on February 10, after the reopened school. had. fulfilled. 
government requirements in order to resume work, but met with active, opposition 
‘from the Roman Catholic parish priest in Villarrica. 


Children of Protestants are not accepted in Villarrica's Bent ues school 
system. Over half the school-age children in the town have no schools in 
which to study. The closing of the Presbyterian school, says the. Evangelical 
Confederation's,report, "leaves. the ninety~one children enrolled without op- 
Dorney, to seine to read and write", oe ~ELP.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


in anv farm with acknawledament_ 
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General Secretary of Cameroons Church Arrested and Released 


(Geneva) - The World Presbyterian Alliance has announced that “without any valid 
motive, Pastor Akoa, general secretary of the Presbyterian Church of the Camer— 

oons, was arrested by order of the Police Commissioner of Kribi, his home town, 

just as he was going to leave for Switzerland", at the end of January. 


The Alliance's statement continues that "he was fortunately released short- 
ly afterwards, but then had to change his arrangements for the journey". 


"Since then", adds the explanation, which was issued by the World Alliance's 


general secretary, Dr. Marcel Pradervand, 'the situation in the Cameroons has 
fortunately been radically altered. The Mbida government, under which this 
arbitrary act was committed, has fallen, and a new government has come to power 
in Yaounde. There is reason to believe that this government will have more 


respect for legality than its predecessor." ; 


Pastor Akoa, general secretary of the young church, which has recently be- 
come independent of the Mission Board of the Presbyterian Church USA, was on 
his. way, to confer with the World Presbyterian Alliance in Geneva at the time of 
his arrest. .Together with many Protestants in the Cameroons’,,he has been cri- 
tical of some. of the former Mbida government's policies. He is now expected 
to come. to Switzerland at the end of March. E.P.S., Geneva 


Scandinavian Primates Told "Not to Interfere in Hungary" 


(Budapest) - In a reply to the four Scandinavian primates, who had written him 
a letter asking for freedom for the Hungarian Lutheran Church to regulate its 


own leadership (see EPS No..6),.Dr..Janos Horvath, head..of the. Hungarian-govern- 


ment's Department of Church affairs, rebukes the bishops for interfering in “a 
purely internal matter". 


The primates had voiced surprise and concern over the removal of Bishop 


“Zoltan Taroczy as a bishop of the Hungarian Lutheran Church and the displacement 
_: of Bishop Lajos Ordass as presiding bishop. A 


Dr. Horvath claims that the displaced Iutheran leaders had been acting il- 


legally within the Church, and had found themselves in collision with "the major-— 
“dty of the clergy and the mass of Christians" before their relations with the 
‘state deteriorated. He describes Bishop Turoczy's removal as “a consequence 
of the stubbornness of these selfish church leaders who are not at all represen- 
tative of the true interests of the Church and resist any constructive solution". 


"Bishop Ordass is specifically accused in the letter as having made the 
settlement of several important questions impossible, including the defining of 


_ °£ Bishop Turo¢ezy's position. 


Commenting on relations between Church and state inside and outside Hungary, 
Dr. Horvath"s letter says that in the Scandinavian countries, England and "other 


capitalist countries", the government frequently brings influence to ‘bear on the 


. “appointment of bishops. 


.,. The Lutheran World Federation and "certain foreign church leaders" are 
accused of making statements which go beyond the limits of interested goodwill. 
These utterances of churchmen from outside Hungary are called attemps to "exer- 
cise pressure on the Hungarian government and the progressive personalities in 
the church and to interfere in an unwarranted way in personal problems within 
the Hungarian churches", 


According to Dr. Horvath, Bishop Turoczy is still drawing a state stipend, 
though he does not hold office in the church. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Hungarian Lutheran Editor Appeals for Understanding - ; 
(Budapest) - In an article in "Evangelikus Elet", the church paper of Hungarian 
Lutheranism, the editor, Dr. Andras Keken, has BAER Tea to churches in other 


parts of the world to try to control inacctivYate and misleading reports about’ 
what is happening to the Church in Hungary, and its bishops. 


| Dr. Keken says it is impossible to fuse or combine the Gospel and’ Marxism. 
“The Church takes its stand on the’ first and the state on the second. "The hon- 


est attitude", he goes on, “is to be absolutely sincé?é in @efining their Limi- 
tations and differences". at 


Referring to a previous statement published in “Evangelikus Elet" in Janu- 
ary, Dr. Keken declares that the state does not require the Church to become: 
‘ilarxist, but it is natural for the Church in a socialist state to cooperate in 
various tasks, while being at the same time called to preach the pure and unique 
message of Christ. 


Three points of agreement with the leaders of the Lutheran, World Federation 
and other Lutheran churches are outlined by the Hungarian editor.” "First", he 
writes, “our ‘church mist*live and serve within Socialist Hungary. Sécond, our 
contacts with others must continue and bear fruit, on the basis-of our common 
faith and love for our Christian brethren. Third, Bishop Ordass,. first vice- 
president of the Iutheran | jorld Fedexation, must remain in office in the» church 
and continue his duties as vice-president." 


Dr. Keken asks those forming opinions about the Iutheran Church of Hungary 

to take into account,.the fact that it can solve. its problems only in accordance 
with the laws governing state and Church now in force in Hungary. .. 

E.PsS., Geneva 


' ty! 


Bishop Ordass Absent from LWF Officers’ Meeting 


(Frankfurt, Germany ) - Bishop Lajos Ordass of Hungary,,. first. vice-president :of 

the Lutheran World Federation, was absent from the annual meeting of the..Fede- 

ration's officers at Frankfurt on February 15. Dr. Franklin Clark. Fry of New 
York, IF President, was in the-chair. 


The position of the Lutheran Church in aanseey was discussed, and PASBp 
regret" was expressed because Bishop Ordass was unable to attend in spite of 
assurances given last November to LiF executive secretary Dr. Carl Lund-Quist 
that there would be no,obstacle:to the bishop's exercising his.office. 


A statement made“last December by Dr. Fry. and Dr. Lund-Quist, protesting 
to the Hungarian government about interference in the affairs of the Lutheran 
Church, was endorsed by the officers. Dr. Fry told the meeting that: Lutheran 
churches in America, Scandinavia and Asia had also oRpE ese eo concern about the 
Hungarian government's attitude. 


Since the Frankfurt moeting Botapers Radio has said that Bishop Ordass 
did not apply for a visa to go to Frankfurt, and that:fears expressed at the 
‘nee ting were groundless. 


The Lutheran vorld Pederation' s Geneva news service says the LW will. apply 
to the Hungarian government for an entry visa so that a representative: of the 
federation can avd Bae Hungary for direct talks with the church and the government. 

‘E.P.S., Geneva 
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25,000 Sign US Quaker Petition Against A-Bomb Tests 
(Philadelphia, USA) - More than 25,000..persons. have .signed a.Quaker.petition...: 
asking President. Eisenhower to cancel atomic tests scheduled for April as a 
"first step toward’ the easing of international tensions" and "prevention of 
further pollution of the atmosphere"... 


The deadline for signing the petition, circulated by the American aia i 
Service Committee, was extended once to give more persons an opportunity to 
“unite spiritually" with the crew of a thirty-foot ketch now sailing toward the 
United States Pacific nuclear ‘testing area in protest against the atomic weapons ; 
testing. 


In an attempt to focus public attention on the stand of pacifist groups 
against nuclear tests, the crew of the ketch, the "Golden Rule", plan to sail 
it into the area in the Pacific Ocean where the US Atomic Energy Cotmission will 
‘carry out tests. ; EK. -P.S., Geneva 


Gidkelrs Resume Polish Work Camps 


¢ fyi adel phia., USA) = After a lapse. of nine years, (luaker work camps will be 
peau in Poland this summer. 


. Two camps near Wars aw will. be sponsored pore ag the American trends 
Service Committee, and the Friends Service Council of London. Plans call for. 
international student groups of about fifty to help rebuild a village school 
eng improve a playground during the one-month assignments. 


At the same time, Quaker officials said that two Poles are expected: to 
attend a Quakér student ‘seminar in the United States, and expressed the hope ‘that | 
others will’ go to Friends' work camps in Western European countries. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


African YMCAs« ‘Consider Role of Youth 


(iionrovia) - "The crucial test will be the eae to which we are successful in 
entering the second world of the: African" ; the president of the World Alliance of 
YMCAs, the Honourable Charles D. Sherman: of Liberia, told fifty delegates. to the 
secohd West Africa Conference of YMCAs. The subject of the conference, which 
met from pera 21 - a4 in Monrovia Liberia, was "Christian Youth in a. Chan- 
ging Africa" - aoe 


President Sherman said that the African's "second world" is to hoslen' yaa + 
controlling world. .."There is deeply embedded.in the character of most African 
people a duality which to them is most real. Thus aah is possible for an African 
either in his sleep or throuzh certain performances to. live contemporarily in, 

a spiritual world. This,» life moves in a parallel plane with his physical life 
and the world of matter", Dr. Sherman said, “but not necessarily in harmony with 
dts bt soup ideals or aims do not Senaiaeeia deep enough into the consciousness 


of our people, they will have no power to transform the APStSORATE ys} and indeed 
will strike on a superficial note." 


4 During the ten-day meeting questions on Islam, YMCA-Church relations, pro- 
granites in rural and urban areas, iapeciiinies and scoperetion in West Africa 
¥ were discussed. 


The Ahem BL were received ay tapehiea pee si dent ‘nehan®: came ftom 
the French Cameroons, Dahomey, France, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Central Congo, Nigeria, Northern Rhodesia, dane dale Sierra Leone, Bpibzemiahdl 
Togo, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom amd the United States. 


'E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 8 — February 28th, 1958 a 68 


Japanese Baptist Union Organised 


(Hayama, Japan) “+ The Japan Baptist Union has been formed by a SEOUD: of Baptist 
congregations, schools and other organisations. 


The announced purpose of the new union is to esharnagiees the Gospel of 
Christ in keeping with the Baptist tradition and spirit". 


The Baptist leaders will seek affiliation with the National Christian Coun- 
cil, and have expressed a desire to cooperate with other churches and Christian 
organisations in both national and world evangelism. Close ties: will be main- 
tained with the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 


The meeting at Hayama which formed the union was attended by 75 delegates 
from 24 congregations, 6 schools and 5 other organisations. Some of the con- 
' gregations belonged at one time to the United Church of Christ in Japan. Others 
have always been independent. Some Baptist-type congregations have decided to 
remain outside the new Union and continue within the United Church of Christ. 


Chairman of the Board of Directors for the new Baptist Union is Dr. Isamu 
Chiba, principal of: two girls! schools in Yokohama-and Sendai. The board also 
includes three American Baptist missionaries, the Rev. “Wilbur Fridell, the Rev. 
Bill Hinchman and Miss. Vida Post. E,P.oe5 Geneva 
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In Brief 


An international competition for documentary films dealing with countries 
outside Europe will form part of the Second International Festival for Friend- 
..Ship Between Peoples Through the Cinema, to be held at Lille, France. Roman 

Catholic and Protestant missionary films, made by amateurs or professionals in 
55, 16 or 8 mm, are’ eligible.” The festival is. run’ by Agence Univers, 11, rue 
Vauban, Roubaix, Nord, France. . 

* x 


<' Dr. Walter W..Leibrecht, 30, a faculty member at Harvard Divinity School, 
has been named director of the newly-established Evanston Institute for Ecumeni 
cal Studies. The institute, a consequence of the holding of the second Assem- 
bly of the World Council of Churches, was-incorporated in March, 1957, to train 
clergy and laymen for leadership in the ecumenical movement. 


%* % 


«= Switzerland will issue a stamp in March to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the Salvation Army in that country. The stamp's value, 40 centimes, is the 
cost of normal airmail Louysne within Hurope and seamail letters outside Hurope. 


sd * % ee oer 

Dr. Janos Peter, former bishop of the Trans-Tiscian District of the Hun- 
garian Reformed Church, has been appointed first Deputy Foreign Minister in the 
Hungarian government, according to reports from Budapest. 


* * 


"The Long Stride", a 16 mm documentary film showing the relief work of 
Church World Service USA in Korea, Hong Kong, the Near East and Austria, has 
been produced by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA. The film can be ordered through the 
World Council of Churches! Information Department, Geneva. 
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Candler College in Havana, Cuba, a Methodist- supported- institution, : ‘has: 

- just become Candler University. Dr. Carlos Pérez Ramos, a Methodist pastor | 
and director of Candler College since 1949, is the new rector. At the univer- 
sity's opening, ceremony he said: "This university will maintain relations with 
other centres of higher education and investigation, foreign as well as national, 
and will BR coup Age this my the exchange of professors and students. '! 


#¥ 


iM At a meeting in Hanover this month, leaders of the United Evangelical © ; 
Iutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) welcomed the efforts’ being made to enable all ~ 
the German and European churches to participate in an All-European church con- ! 
ference. The VELKD hopes to work out an agreement with the government of the 
German Democratic Republic to obtain the necessary permits for the long-planned 
_Tutheran General Synod to be held at. Hisenach early in June. 


On: KH 
) 


The Holy Synod of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church : 
has appointed Bishop Michael of Smolensk and Dorogobusch as Russian Orthodox b 
Bishop of Germany and Berlin. He will retain his see in Smolensk. The deci- ~ 
sion, taken in August, 1957, has now been officially announced. The Russian 
Orthodox Church in Germany was formerly under a Provost in Berlin, and formed 
part of the Moscow Patriarch's West European Exarchate. It has now been removed 
from the Exarchate and given its own bishop. 


%* * 


Two United ‘States: Baptist leaders announced on February 23 that they plan 
to visit Moscow "to promote the cause of peace’. . The two are Congressman Brooks 
Hays, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Dr. Clarence W. Cranford, i 
president of the American Baptist Convention. 


ares 


ex 


The Roman Catholic bishops in Northern Rhodesia have written a joint pas- 
toral letter urging Catholics to do everything in their power to bring about. 
interracial peace. They say that the Negro has exactly the same political, 
social and cultural rights as the white man, md warn Christians against support- 
ing a law which gives legal privileges to one race at the expense of another. 
A nation which is conposed of several races, continues the pastoral letter, can- 
Gr .1 Lourish mutes racial Rar oie ee are made subordinate to the welfare of all. 

EVP, Geneva 


Theis 


CORRECTION: Total philanthropic contributions in the United States churches 
reached a new high level in 1957 of $6,700,000,000 - not $6,700,000 as reported 
in the January qe issue of the nah ge itr Press Service, 
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A Special Report, 
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mat aae Lay Group. “Appeals for Realism About NATO 


(Baa. Fanaa Gora: - “h group “Of European Christian laymen has sounded a 
Warning against ."a certain tendency Within ‘the Christian churches to view all 
Military alliances .as dangers to the peace", 


The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation, 
from.its meeting in Bad Nauhein, Germany, this month, issued a long statement 
surveying. "The European Scene at the Beginning of 1958". Most af its members 
are laymen actively engaged in political and economic affairs. They describe 
their function as "concern with the Christian witness in relation to the move- 
ment for European cooperation and unity". Membership includes socialists, li- 
berals and conservatives. The chairman is Dr. C.L. Patijn, member of parli- 
‘ament in the Netherlands. 


After reviewing the present impasse in the relations between Hastern swat 

'. Western Europe and the receding prospect of German reunification, the committee's 
report says that there is a tendency, in view of the deadlock, for people, es- 
pecially in the churches, to question the policy of NATO and the Atlantic Com- 
munity and look for prospects of negotiation and disarmament. "Current dis- 
cussions in and outside the churches", say the members of the lay group, "reveal 
the danger of simplifying these questions". 


Describing the Soviet government's quest for a new summit conference as an 
vattempt "to forestall the distribution of tactical atomic weapons and the setting 
up of launching-sites for intermediate-range ballistic missiles among the Wes- 
tern allies in Europe", the committee says that "Christian opinion in the churches 
throughout Europe will quite rightly be in favour of the holding of such a con- 
ference, but there must be caret, study of the moral and political implications 
involved". ; 


The report tpeh discusses the prospects of plans for "neutral zones or 
areas of mutual limitation of armaments" in burope. It says the presence of 
American forces in Europe since 1945 has given Western Europe the possibility 
of working in freedom for a responsible and democratic society, but notes that 
the previous American guarantee of ultimate military security rested on the 
» “eventuality of massive nuclear retaliation". ..The group claims that "with the 

conception of massive retaliation in decline" (because of the fearsome consequen— 
ces of using the megaton weapon) , "the defence of Europe with more limited means 
ig: of crucial importance". 


On this analysis the report urges. iat any plan for neutralisation or re- 
gional disarmament’ must be based.on the assurance that "if the Western world 
is to offer part of its vital security in an East-West bargain, it should be. 
paid in kind, which is freedom for the populations of Eastern Europe. Cie econ 
vinstance"’,, this part of the document declares, "the permanent reunification of 
Germany could be obtained through neutralisation of parts of Europe, or if the 
Soviet Union were prepared to evacuate other countries in exchange for. their 
remaining permanently diplomatically neutral, it would be difficult for the 
Western powers to refuse the withdrawal of american troops and atomic weapons 
from parts of their territories". 


At this point the statement expresses doubt as to Preties the Soviet would 
accept "a breakdown of Communism on her frontiers" under these circumstances. 
The possibility of Soviet military intervention to overcome such an emergency 
is discussed. 
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"In that case'', the committee says, "an extremely dangerous situation would 
arise. In all plans for ‘disengagement! and neutral zones in the centre of 
Europe it has been implied that the neutralised*countries will receive a guaran- 
tee from both sides against armed attack." The implication of such a guarantee 
would be, according to the statement, invervention to stop Soviet forces in the 
event of “another Hungarian revolution", in which case "the West would be under 
obligation to do more but with fewer means than at the present time". This is 
described as "hardly acceptable". 


A dissenting note is added to the report here. Dr. Gustav Heinemann, a 
member of the group, dissociates himself from the aim of forcing the Soviet 
Union to "make concessions", and advocates more good-neighbourliness and a much 
greater effort to ease the Cold ‘Jar between the two parts of Germany. 


It is then that the dilemma before the Christian churches is put sharply 
by the committee. "Those in the churches who advocate the dissolution of mili- 
tary alliances on moral grounds", they say, "should be warned that to risk the 
very existence of an independent Europe is not an act of peace but of irrespon- ° 
gibi lity.".. Two dangers are described as confronting European states at present: 
“the outbreak of ‘hot war' and the sovietisation of the whole of Europe. Every 
proposal which considers only one of these dangers undermines, responsible action", 
says the group. 


Criticism is expressed in view of the tendency of Christians to seek "quick 
panaceas", but also of "a growing danger of rigidity in the attitude adopted 
occasionally by Western statesmen and high civil servants. "As Christians", 
the report goes on, “we cannot allow ourselves to forget that the vocabulary of 
the Holy War is unjustified towards any for whom Christ died, and highly impru- 
dent when the chosen weapons are hydrogen rockets". 


The report also encourages increased cultural contacts between East and 
West through "bodies with high professional standards" and exchanges between 
students "provided that their aim is a period of serious study and not the misuse - 
of youth for political or propaganda purposes". The European churches are urged 
to give a lead in contacts, "and this cooperation should extend as deeply into 
Eastern Europe as political authorities will allow". 


Support is given to the idea of a multilateral approach to a solution of 
the total North African problem within the setting of the Atlantic Community, and 
strong backing expressed for the acceleration of the arrangements for a European 
common market and a wider free-trade zone in Europe. 


Deploring the absence of “a real meeting of minds between theologians, 
church leaders and laymen from political life", the report closes by saying that 
"specific efforts to develop a clear and relevant Christian witness on these 
issues must be organised by the European churches". 


Those attending the Bad Nauheim meeting included Dr. ‘alter Bauer of Germany, 
Professor René Courtin of France, Mr. Kenneth Johnstone of the United Kingdon, 
and Dr. Reinold von Thadden, Dr. Gustav Heinemann and Dr. Hans Hermann Walz of 
Germany. 


The full text of the report is available from CCREC, Case Postale 48, 
Geneva 17, Switzerland. E.P.S., Geneva 


